
 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

 

VIRTUAL PRESS CONFERENCE 
PROVIDES UPDATE ON 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY COVID-19 
RESPONSE 

Snohomish County Executive Dave 
Somers and Snohomish District Health 
Officer Dr. Chris Spitters on Tuesday 
gave updates on the response to COVID-
19 in Snohomish County. 

 

Virtual press conference provides update on Snohomish County COVID-19 
response 

Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers and Snohomish Health District Health Officer Dr. 
Chris Spitters on Tuesday gave updates on the response to COVID-19 in Snohomish County. 

The COVID-19 infection rate is 60.4 cases per 100,000 people – down from nearly triple digits a 
few weeks ago. While that is encouraging, there is still a long way to go before it is safe to 
resume many activities, including in-person instruction at schools, the virtual press conference 
was told. 

 “While we’re trending in the right direction, 60 is still a high transmission rate, and there’s 
quite a ways to go before we get down to 25, which is the threshold for entering into a low 
transmission category,” Dr. Spitters said. “A lot of planning and preparation is being done by 
the schools, and they continue to work to strike the delicate balance to optimize health and 
learning opportunities for students while also trying to be safe and flexible for families and the 
entire school community.” 

The pandemic also has intensified problems with substance use disorder in the community. 
(See more below) 

For more information about the press conference, watch the video or read the transcript. 

 

https://youtu.be/0psbHAhM8nw
https://www.snohd.org/DocumentCenter/View/4829
https://www.facebook.com/SnohomishHealth/posts/3057384647705349


 

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR OPIOID 
AWARENESS GOES VIRTUAL AUG. 
31 

Snohomish County Overdose Awareness 
Day will be virtual this year. Beginning at 
6 p.m. on Monday, August 31, the event 
will be held on Zoom and Facebook Live. 
Links for the event are at right. 

 

Candlelight vigil for opioid awareness goes virtual Aug. 31 

Thousands in Snohomish County struggle with opioid use disorder, and too many are lost to 
overdose. 

More than 100 people in Snohomish County died of opioid overdoses in 2019. State data show 
that between January and June of this year, 86 people died in the county from opioid 
overdoses. More than 60% of those deaths occurred between April and June, as people 
struggled to adjust to the COVID-19 crisis. 

“Recovery is a long, hard road and people going through that really need all our support. We 
also know that addiction thrives in people that are isolated and separated from others. That’s 
one driving factor and we’re seeing a real increase in cases throughout the community during 
this time of COVID,” Executive Somers told a virtual press conference Tuesday. 

“Clearly COVID has changed so many things in our community, including the ability of those 
struggling with substance use disorders to seek health services and access to treatment,” Dr. 
Spitters said. “There have been some changes made at the state and federal level to help 
streamline processes and make it easier for people to connect with telehealth and get 
medication assisted treatment programs going.” 

Overdose is preventable and recovery is possible, with education and treatment playing a 
crucial role in reducing stigma and saving lives. 

International Overdose Awareness Day began in 2001 to raise awareness of overdose and 
reduce the stigma around drug-related deaths. It also acknowledges grief felt by families and 
friends, and offers a chance to remember those who have died or suffered permanent injury 
as a result of drug overdose.  

The 4th annual “A Night to Remember, A Time to Act” is aimed at providing people with 
information and resources, while working to reduce stigma around opioid-related deaths.  

Originally created in memory of their sons Corey Lee and Spencer Warfield, the Lee and 
Warfield families have invited the community to a vigil and resource fair in previous years 
since 2017. Due to COVID, this year’s vigil will be virtual. 

Beginning at 6 p.m. on Monday, August 31, the event will be held on Zoom and Facebook Live. 
The theme for this year’s event is “Sobriety, Staying Sober and Hope.” These things are more 
important than ever with the global pandemic. The agenda and link to view the event online at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/214996109936721/ 

 “We hope that by talking publicly about our experience that this will empower others to come 
forward and fight for their loved ones because it really is a battle,” Debbie Warfield said. “It 
can go on for years and it can be very lonely, shameful and with the stigma around it it’s just a 
very difficult disease to fight.” 

Meanwhile, two data dashboards have been launched, providing information to help the 
community better understand the opioid epidemic. 

Working with LiveStories, the Snohomish County Opioid Response Multi-Agency Coordination 
(MAC) Group launched the portal available at www.snohomishoverdoseprevention.com/data. 

The new data dashboard includes information on: 

¶ Overdoses and deaths 

¶ Community impacts 

¶ Treatment and recovery 

¶ Usage and prescribing practices 

The Snohomish County Medical Examiner’s Office also has created a dashboard. The Drug 
Overdose Dashboard includes data collected from the Expedited Drug Analysis Program 
(EDAP) within the Medical Examiner’s Office.  This dashboard is available at 
www.snohomishcountywa.gov/5655/OD. It is interactive, allowing the user to generate 
reports by date of death, decedent age, drug type and class. The cases listed in this dashboard 
represent deaths caused by drugs and alcohol, where drugs and/or alcohol were identified as a 
primary contributing factor. This dashboard does not include deaths where drugs were found 
but did not contribute to the cause of death, such as a passenger in a motor vehicle collision 
who tested positive for methamphetamine. Because of the inherent private and secretive 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snohd.org%2FCivicAlerts.aspx%3FAID%3D63&data=02%7C01%7Chthomas%40snohd.org%7C243bce32a9844d65bade08d72a7514ae%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637024554664937532&sdata=%2BFVQV1AeEu%2B6fKccQdPeM9zOcrfY8ZtNa7Qv6OZUD9o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.overdoseday.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Chthomas%40snohd.org%7C243bce32a9844d65bade08d72a7514ae%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637024554664967511&sdata=O%2B4i9lBJYX4tPShxu6DJUry%2F5ly3jhNq1bYadhS7rkI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/events/214996109936721/
https://www.livestories.com/
http://www.snohomishoverdoseprevention.com/data
http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/5655/OD


nature of drug use, the exact circumstances leading to fatal drug toxicity are often not clearly 
defined. 

For more information on efforts being done through the Opioid Response MAC Group, please 
go to www.snohomishoverdoseprevention.com. This website and accompanying social media 
accounts were developed to be a one-stop shop for resources. Whether trying to understand 
the problem, prevent addiction, or save a life, this is a place to find information for that first 
next step. 

 

 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
UNEMPLOYMENT HIT 8.8% 
DURING JULY 

Snohomish County’s unemployment rate 
hit 8.8% in July, down from 10.2% the 
month before. 

 

Snohomish County unemployment hit 8.8% during July 

More than 38,700 workers were classified as unemployed in Snohomish County during July, 
according to data released Tuesday by the state Employment Security Department. That was 
an 8.8% unemployment rate, and down from 10.2% the month before. 

Statewide, the unemployment rate was 10.3% during July. Only four other counties had lower 
unemployment than Snohomish: King, Asotin, Walla Walla and Lincoln. 

The full monthly report can be found here.

 

 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snohomishoverdoseprevention.com&data=02%7C01%7Ckbray%40snohd.org%7Ce5ca394467d8427b1aa308d732e5996f%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637033834062719183&sdata=%2F5%2FN3jY4JsZhR%2FMT%2BFSMGojNe4kvz%2BQm9T4KLW7STzo%3D&reserved=0
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/monthly-employment-report?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/monthly-employment-report?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.snohomishoverdoseprevention.com/data


 

LOST WAGES ASSISTANCE MEANS 
$300 MORE PER WEEK FOR MANY 

The state’s Lost Wages Assistance 
program was approved on Monday, Aug. 
24. The program is a temporary 
emergency measure to provide an 
additional $300 per week to those who 
have lost work due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and are receiving 
unemployment benefits. 

 

Lost Wages Assistance means $300 more per week for many 

The Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) program is a temporary 
emergency measure to provide an additional $300 per week 
to those who have lost work due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and are receiving unemployment benefits. The LWA was 
authorized through an Aug. 8 Presidential Memorandum. 
Washington’s Employment Security Department applied for 
the LWA program through Federal Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA) on Friday, Aug. 21, 2020. The 
application was approved on Monday, Aug. 24.  

Read questions and answers about the LWA Program from 
the Washington State Employment Security Department here. 

 

SOUTH COUNTY FIRE OFFERS 
ONLINE DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
CLASS THURSDAY 

The next South County Fire disaster 
preparedness class for families will be 
held virtually on Thursday, August 27 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

South County Fire offers online disaster preparedness class Thursday 

South County Fire prefers to prevent emergencies before they happen. That's why public 
education is an essential part of its mission. During the COVID-19 crisis, the agency can’t offer 
in-person classes, but continues to provide virtual options. The next class on disaster 
preparedness for families is scheduled from 6:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 27. 

Learn more here. 

 

 

Ih² ¢h tw9±9b¢ Ψa!{Yb9Ω !b5 
MANAGE OTHER FACE COVER 
CHALLENGES 

UW Medicine has a blog post that offers 
tips for preventing “maskne” that can 
crop up when wearing face coverings. 

 

How to prevent ΨƳŀǎƪƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ cover challenges 

UW Medicine has a blog post that offers tips for 
preventing those pesky pimples that can crop up 
when wearing face coverings. 

“It feels like a crummy side effect of doing the right 
thing — a raw deal, to be sure,” says Ata Moshiri, 
MD, MPH, who sees patients at the Dermatology 
Clinic at UW Medical Center – Roosevelt. 

While wearing your mask is a must, acne doesn’t have to be. Find out what’s going on with 
these breakouts and what you can do to up your skin care game with these tips and tricks. 

For more information, read the blog. 

 

 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesdorchardstorage.blob.core.windows.net%2Fesdwa%2FDefault%2FESDWAGOV%2Fnewsroom%2FLWA-FAQs.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C521a563d8abe43f7848c08d8490f5206%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637339677472969846&sdata=l03bSOJMV1qV1p20EGBp1HU9o7bGBdPY%2BtO9FUwlJEA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southsnofire.org%2Feducation&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C371ab7b816b4402297c508d848664c7a%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637338951485706402&sdata=YPG5wkesmIStQcy8B93tBzbxernQ0fwpPi2LirNkJpQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/ata-moshiri
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/ata-moshiri
https://huddle.uwmedicine.org/people/in-the-community/how-prevent-maskne-those-pesky-pimples-caused-your-face-mask?fbclid=IwAR3TExQ0DiXJ2MCzhz87kkrj8yNFb7ML-J61P4qenDvQgXwXhe58OxwrotI
http://www.southcountyfire.org/education
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesdorchardstorage.blob.core.windows.net%2Fesdwa%2FDefault%2FESDWAGOV%2Fnewsroom%2FLWA-FAQs.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C521a563d8abe43f7848c08d8490f5206%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637339677472969846&sdata=l03bSOJMV1qV1p20EGBp1HU9o7bGBdPY%2BtO9FUwlJEA%3D&reserved=0


 

STATE ENCOURAGING YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO MAKE HEALTHY 
CHOICES IN MANAGING STRESS, 
ANXIETY 

The Washington State Health Care 
Authority (HCA) is launching a campaign 
that encourages young people and their 
parents to prioritize wellness and 
practice healthy ways to cope with 
stress and anxiety, and not turn to 
alcohol or other drugs. 

 

State encouraging young people to make healthy choices in managing 
stress, anxiety 

The Washington State Health Care Authority (HCA) is launching a 
campaign that encourages young people and their parents to 
prioritize wellness and practice healthy ways to cope with stress 
and anxiety, and not turn to alcohol or other drugs. 

We know that: 

¶ There are healthy ways to manage stress and anxiety 
that can increase one’s wellness. 

¶ Practicing healthy coping skills can buffer one from 
developing a substance use disorder. 

¶ Physical distancing can be difficult—especially for young individuals. 

¶ Young people listen to their parents and often model their behavior. 

“Building resilience and supporting young people is critical,” said HCA Director of Behavioral 
Health and Recovery Keri Waterland. “The health and wellbeing of families and communities 
are being impacted—and young people, including teens and young adults, are especially 
vulnerable. They may be experiencing stress due to concerns about their own safety and the 
wellbeing of their friends and family, anxiety about current and future circumstances, and 
being physically distanced at a time in their lives when family and friends are important 
influencers and supports.” 

Resources and tips are available at Not a Moment Wasted and Start Talking Now. 

For more information, read the full press release. 

 

COVID-19 AMONG WORKERS IN 
MEAT AND POULTRY PROCESSING 
FACILITIES IN THE U.S. IN APRIL-
MAY 

CDC reports that 16,233 workers in meat 
and poultry processing facilities were 
infected with COVID-19 during April-
May, 2020. 

 

COVID-19 among workers in meat and poultry processing facilities in the 
U.S. in April ς May 

COVID-19 outbreaks among meat and poultry processing facility workers can rapidly affect 
large numbers of persons. Nineteen states reported data on assessments of COVID-19 cases 
among over 112,000 workers in 115 meat and poultry processing facilities through April 27, 
2020, and documented 4,913 cases and 20 deaths. This report provides updated aggregate 
data from states regarding the number of meat and poultry processing facilities affected by 
COVID-19, the number and demographic characteristics of affected workers, and the number 
of COVID-19–associated deaths among workers, as well as descriptions of interventions and 
prevention efforts at these facilities.  

For more information please read the CDC’s report. 

 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjUuMjYwOTA2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25vdGFtb21lbnR3YXN0ZWQub3JnLyJ9.drYFp-Z9zeBSZWBS9EGMFULVH4kKj0oxq7G6dqQqf8A%2Fs%2F1253270293%2Fbr%2F82784055040-l&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C3e269d8f1e0c49ea8b9a08d8491f5283%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637339746164820500&sdata=3fAaWhriXXkU6xLbqFqG%2BfJxaVjMAJDUDlAYoQoas%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjUuMjYwOTA2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFydHRhbGtpbmdub3cub3JnLyJ9.AkLLbYocUPLz3EBrmRkPvBZ-z5cLbJNDYBQQzyAC2hg%2Fs%2F1253270293%2Fbr%2F82784055040-l&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C3e269d8f1e0c49ea8b9a08d8491f5283%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637339746164830456&sdata=k9Nlb3qJMXVgbo9VeVgbCyrnqIzJMP7BRzQ1ra99Fh8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-and-supports/behavioral-health-recovery/new-hca-campaign-resources-coping
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6918e3.htm?deliveryName=DM35242
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6918e3.htm?deliveryName=DM35242
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6918e3.htm?deliveryName=DM35242


 

CENSUS BUREAU ADAPTS 
OPERATIONS TO ENSURE 
EVERYONE IS COUNTED 

Changes to U.S. Census Bureau 
operations have been made to ensure 
the safety of staff and the public while 
maximizing the number of households 
that respond on their own to the 2020 
Census. 

 

Census Bureau adapts operations to ensure everyone is counted 

As the U.S. Census Bureau continues to monitor the impacts 
COVID-19 has on 2020 Census operations, changes to operations 
are being deployed to ensure the safety of staff and the public 
while maximizing the number of households that respond on 
their own to the 2020 Census. 

¶ The Census Bureau will follow up with some 
nonresponding households by phone.  

¶ The Census Bureau will mail an additional paper questionnaire to nonresponding 
households.  

¶ The Census Bureau is emailing households in low-responding areas.  

For more information please read the Census Bureau’s news release. 

 

a99¢ /[!w!Σ /5/Ω{ /hVID-19 
SELF-CHECKER 

CDC’s online COVID-19 self-checker, 
Clara, is a great tool to help you make 
decisions about seeking appropriate 
medical care. 

 

aŜŜǘ /ƭŀǊŀΣ /5/Ωǎ /h±L5-19 Self-Checker 

Wondering if you may have symptoms of COVID? Have you met Clara yet? The online self-
checker is a great tool to help you make decisions about seeking appropriate medical care. The 
project is a partnership with the CDC, the CDC Foundation and is enabled by Microsoft’s Azure 
platform. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html#cdc-chat-
bot-open 

 

 

 

 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/adapts-2020-operations.html?utm_content=20200814msc20s1ccnwsrs&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html#cdc-chat-bot-open
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html#cdc-chat-bot-open
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/adapts-2020-operations.html?utm_content=20200814msc20s1ccnwsrs&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

CENSUS BUREAU LAUNCHES 
PHASE 2 SMALL BUSINESS PULSE 
SURVEY 

The Census Bureau has launched Phase 
2 of the Small Business Pulse Survey to 
take the pulse of how America’s small 
businesses are faring in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Census Bureau launches Phase 2 Small Business Pulse Survey 

In mid-May 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau pioneered a new weekly survey to take the pulse of 
how America’s small businesses were faring in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. 

In the ensuing nine-week period that the Small Business Pulse Survey (SBPS) was in the field, 
we heard from over 215,000 businesses across the country. These companies of one to 499 
employees provided important new insights into the effects of the pandemic. 

The survey was so successful that on August 9, the Census Bureau launched Phase 2 with the 
first round of responses expected every Thursday at 10 a.m. 

To access the data, go here: portal.census.gov/pulse/data/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/stories/2020/08/census-bureau-launches-phase-2-small-business-pulse-survey-figure-1.jpg


 

CONFIRMED AND PROBABLE 
CASES OF COVID-19 IN 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY  

Data on case counts are available on the 
Snohomish Health District website and 
the Washington State Department of 
Health dashboard. 

ESSENTIAL LINKS AND PHONE 
NUMBERS FOR UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION 

¶ Snohomish Health District 

¶ Snohomish County 

¶ Snohomish County COVID- 19 
Response & Community Resource 
Hub 

¶ Washington State 

¶ Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

¶ Snohomish County COVID-19 Phone 
Line: 425-388-3944 

¶ Línea telefónica COVID-19 del 
condado de Snohomish: 
425-388-7120 

¶ Washington State COVID-19 
Hotline: Call 1-800-525-0127 or text 
211-211 for help. 

 

Confirmed and Probable Cases of COVID-19 in Snohomish County 
(as of August 25, 2020) 

Case Count Last Updated:  2:13 p.m. 

Confirmed 6,049 (up 25 cases from 8/24) 

Probable 798 (no increase from 8/24) 

Deaths 207 
 

Jurisdiction Last Updated: 2:13 p.m. 

Arlington 298 (229 recovered) 

Bothell* 495 (399 recovered) 

Brier 30 (27 recovered) 

Darrington 11 (<5 recovered) 

Edmonds 553 (457 recovered) 

Everett 1,990 (1,584 recovered) 

Gold Bar 15 (9 recovered) 

Granite Falls 46 (37 recovered) 

Index 0 

Lake Stevens 306 (252 recovered) 

Lynnwood 1,081 (896 recovered) 

Marysville 591 (461 recovered) 

Mill Creek 109 (86 recovered) 

Monroe 286 (198 recovered) 

Mountlake Terrace 194 (164 recovered) 

Mukilteo 108 (92 recovered) 

Snohomish 431 (324 recovered) 

Stanwood 178 (150 recovered) 

Sultan 35 (27 recovered) 

Tulalip 50 (38 recovered) 

Unknown/Other <5 (<5 recovered) 

Woodinville* 24 (22 recovered) 

Woodway 13 (9 recovered) 

Numbers less than 5 are suppressed to protect medical privacy. Unknown includes cases still 
under investigation. *Counts are for portions in Snohomish County only. 

 

 

 

https://www.snohd.org/499/COVID-19-Case-Count-Info
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/DataDashboard
https://www.snohd.org/484/Novel-Coronavirus-2019
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/5589/COVID-19-Response
https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/
https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

